reported. It was followed by three more cases in the same premises and several others in the neighbourhood within about six weeks. The second and the third cases were removed to the Campbell Hospital, while the fourth and the fifth cases which occurred one month after the first ,case were again missed. Most of these earlier cases proved fatal (8 out of 11) and yet they were not definitely diagnosed as plague. Apart from these a patient, suspected of plague was admitted into the Campbell Hospital as early as the 17th March, but before the diagnosis could be confirmed he had left the hospital without permission and could not be traced.
The first case of the series from the Colootola area to be definitely diagnosed as plague was "the 11th case on the 17th of April, and soon after the 6th case was diagnosed post mortem.
Besides the inordinate delay in clinching the diagnosis and locating cases, during which period infection amongst the rodents had already spread widely, there are certain interesting features of this outbreak which need special mention. In the first place, no rat fall preceding the epidemic had been reported but on close inquiry it was found that the mother of the first patient had removed dead rats from her oneroomed house on 
